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INTRODUCTION  

 

Welcome to the 2011 Cut Flower Centre open day at Rookery Farm where 

the CFC is now firmly established in its third year on this dedicated site.  

We have a wide range of things for you to look at, ranging from the second 

year trial of tunnel grown lisianthus and trumpet antirr hinum to new trials 

such as ñlow inputò sweet peas and a variety trial of outdoor dwarf 

sunflowers.  The second year planting of the perennial crops is also now 

showing promising results and some species such as the sedum have 

produced marketable stems. 

 

The weather in 2011 has been kinder than 2010 and most of the trials have 

therefore produced the outcomes that we were hoping for.  We must again 

reiterate that as well as ultimately producing production protocols, the 

CFC is also a valuable resource for providing samples for our customers, 

especially for supermarket buyers.  Samples from the trials have been sent 

far and wide and numerous visits have been made to the CFC site by 

technologists and buyers. 

As you all probably know the CFC is run by a Management Group which 

represents all sectors of the industry .  However, ultimately  it is your money 

that we are spending and we therefore hope that you will give us your ideas 

and input into what trials we should be developing next year and beyond.  

Please feel free to discuss your ideas with either the HDC or any member of 

the CFC Management group. 

The CFC Management Group 

August 2011 

 

 

 

 

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board 

 



TRUMPET ANTIRRHINUM  

 

Purpose of trial:- To demonstrate new varieties of ñtrumpetò Antirrhinum. 

Plant supplier:- Florensis. 

Planting date:- Week 17 and 27. 

Harvesting Date:- Week 25 & week 33 (second flush). 

Results / Observations to date:- The first flush did not produce quite such heavy stems as 

last year but the vase life was superb.  The second flush has produced a good quality crop and 

these are currently in flower.    The later planting (week 27) also looks as though it will 

produce a good quality crop. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LISIANTHU S (EUSTOMA) 

Purpose of trial:- To attempt to produce a short summer crop of lisianthus in Spanish 

tunnels. 

Plant supplier:- Florensis. 

Planting date:- Week 18, 19 & 20 in closed tunnel and week 21 in open tunnel. 

Harvesting Date:- From week 31 onwards (still cropping at time of open day). 

Results / Observations to date:- Just like last year we have had fantastic quality, superb 

stem strength and very few disease problems.  There are of course considerable variations 

between varieties and some seem more suited than others to tunnel production.  The crop 

grown in the open tunnel has produced a much poorer quality crop than the closed tunnel.  It 

is also interesting to note that the closed tunnel was sterilised with Basamid in the autumn of 

2010 and left under the sheets all winter whereas the open tunnel was sterilised with Basamid 

in the spring of 2011.  There is a lot more disease present in the spring sterilised tunnel. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PHLOX  

Purpose of trial:- To demonstrate the potential of the crop in the UK. 

Plant supplier:- Bartels Stek. 

Planting date:- 2009. 

Harvesting Date:- Began in early July and we hope for a second flush in a few weeks. 

Results / Observations to date:- Again these have produced a superb quality which is far 

superior to an outdoor crop.  The trial has been again been used this year to provide high 

quality samples to show to supermarket buyers.  Stem counts from the first flush ranged from 

110 stems per sq.m to 156 stems per sq.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AMARANTHUS  

Purpose of trial:- To assess current varieties and assess the potential of the crop in the UK. 

Plant supplier:- Florensis. 

Planting date:-. Week 21 

Harvesting Date:- Week 30 onwards 

Results / Observations to date:- Variable performance dependent on varieties but some 

show potential.  This will probably be revisited again next year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


